PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

UK-China Creative Industries Research and Innovation Hub Fellowship
(short name: SEED Fellowship) Project
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You are being asked to take part in a research study. Before you decide, it is important for you to
understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the
following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything
that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you
wish to take part. Thank you for reading this.

What is the purpose of the study?

This research (May 2023-April 2024) will target stakeholders of creative industries from the UK
and China. The research will identify opportunities and challenges for UK-China collaboration in
the creative industries, and the support needed for a hub to facilitate research and innovation,
with the aim to build a business case for the future hub and its operational model.

Why have I been invited to participate?

You are invited because we believe you will have valuable input in helping us identify the
opportunities, challenges, and support, and/or because you have experience in creative
industries.

Do I have to take part?

As participation is entirely voluntary, it is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you
do decide to take part, you will be given this information sheet to keep and you may be asked to
sign a consent form. If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time up until
31st March 2024 and without having to give a reason.

What will happen to me if I take part?

The research will be conducted through survey/interview/workshops/mini projects, online or
in person (if in person, a well-ventilated room will be used, ensuring social distancing and all
COVID-19 safety measures are followed). Survey/interview will take between 30-120 minutes
(if longer than 60 minutes, a break will be offered). Workshops will range between 2 -7 hours,
with breaks at least every 90 minutes. You will be asked questions and given sufficient time to
answer and/or discuss these questions and make suggestions/comments.

Are there any lifestyle restrictions?
There are not any life style restrictions. For one-day in-person workshops, refreshments and
lunch will be provided. You will be asked in advance your dietary request.

What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?

The risk of getting infected by COVID-19 may increase for in-person sessions. Face coverings
should be worn by researchers and participants wherever possible for in-person sessions with
social distancing less than one meter. Researchers and participants should wash or sanitise
their hands regularly. Please be aware that while every effort is made to ensure your safety,
vaccination is proven to decrease the risk of transmission of Covid-19 and to reduce the
likelihood of severe illness.



What are the possible benefits of taking part?

There is no direct benefit to the participant. However, you may appreciate that fact that your input
will inform the future UK-China creative industries hub. We will provide a few vouchers to
incentivise participation. For in-person sessions, reasonable travel expenses will be paid.

What if something goes wrong?

If something goes wrong and you wish to complain about the experience, you can contact the Chair of
the Research Ethics Committee of College of Engineering, Design and Physical Science Research
Ethics Committee, Professor Simon Taylor (simon.taylor@brunel.ac.uk)

Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?

All information which is collected about you during the survey will be kept confidential (until 1st
May 2033). Any information about you which leaves the University will have all your
identifying information removed. With your permission, anonymised data will be stored (e.g. on
the Brunel project laptop which is password protected or Brunel Onedrive only accessible to the
research team) and may be used in future research - you can indicate whether or not you give
permission for this by the Consent Form.

When participating in interviews/workshops, you may want to be named/acknowledged for
your contribution, the research team are prepared to acknowledge your input to the study by
including your name (and/or organisation) in dissemination (e.g., on the project website, or
reports), unless you want to keep it confidential. We will not collect sensitive personal data for
the study.

Will I be recorded, and how will the recording be used?

We intend to audio or video record the interviews/workshops for the purpose of data analysis
and project dissemination (e.g., for the project website). The participants’ permission will be
sought in advance, and the research team will clearly indicate before the recording starts. The
recordings (in full or part) may be used in the project website if the participant gives permission
(and the participant will be asked in advance to confirm this). The recording will be transferred
to a GDPR compliant platform (e.g., a Brunel-owned laptop, password protected) for storage (till
1st May 2028) whenever possible. The data will be deleted from the local recording device after
transferring to a secure platform (e.g., password projected laptop), normally within a week of
the recording, or as soon as possible. The research team will ask the participants whether they
want to be included the recording/photos; those who do not want to will be given an identifier
(e.g., alanyard) to wear so they will not be captured by video recording or photos.

What will happen to the results of the research study?

The results will be written up as part of the project report/publication, and will be shared with
the funding body (AHRC) and interested parties through conferences, project meetings and
conference/journal publications. The participants will not be identified in the report or
publication unless they specifically request it, or if the publication is an interview piece (in
which case the participant will share the authorship).

Who is organising and funding the research?

The UKRI/AHRC is funding the research. Professor Hua Dong from Brunel University London
holds the fellowship, and the research team include: Dr Isobel Ward and Dr Weining Ning from
Brunel University London, Dr Oscar Zhou from University of Kent, Dr Shuo Liu from Middlesex
University, Dr Xinya You from University for the Creative Arts (UCA), Dr Jiang Ying from
Tsinghua University, Dr Shu Yuan from Donghua University, Dr Min Hua from Shanghai Jiaotong
University, and Dr Weining Ning from Brunel University London.
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What are the indemnity arrangements?

Brunel University London provides appropriate insurance cover for research which has
received ethical approval.

Who has reviewed the study?

The Research Ethics Committee of College of Engineering, Design and Physical Science Research
Ethics Committee has reviewed the study.

Research Integrity
Brunel University London is committed to compliance with the Universities UK Research

Integrity Concordat. You are entitled to expect the highest level of integrity from the researchers
during the course of this research

Contact for further information and complaints

Researcher name and details: Prof Hua Dong, Brunel Design School,
hua.dong@brunel.ac.uk

Dr Isobel Ward, Brunel University London, isobel. ward@brunel.ac.uk

Dr Oscar Zhou, University of Kent, O.Zhou@kent.ac.uk

Ms Shuo Liu, Middlesex University, S.X.Liu@mdx.ac.uk

Dr Xinya You, University for the Creative Arts, xinya.you@uca.ac.uk

Dr Jiang Ying, Tsinghua University, my.jiang@connect.polyu.hk

Dr Shu Yuan, Donghua University, yuanshu66@dhu.edu.cn

Dr Min Hua, Shanghai Jiaotong University, huamin@sjtu.edu.cn

Dr Weining Ning, Brunel University London, weining.ning@brunel.ac.uk

For complaints, please contact

Chair of the Research Ethics Committee, College of Engineering, Design and Physical Science
Research Ethics Committee, Professor Simon Taylor (simon.taylor@brunel.ac.uk)

Please note: Research ethics approval has been obtained for this study from the Research
Ethics Committee of the College of Engineering, Design and Physical Sciences, Brunel
University London.
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